Below find a guide to answers you may wish to give and comments you may wish to make to support the WSWA’s position. As an individual of course, feel free to score the questions as you feel appropriate (you are in no way bound by the suggestions below).
When making comments, please express these in your own words, guided if you wish by the comments below.

Note – for Question 6 in the Your Details section, check ‘No, these are my personal views’ as below
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13. What other opportunities are presented by improved information
and improved access to information?

Please provide your answer in the text box below.

Consolidated information across all relevant government agencies would allow all
impacts on native vegetation, especially clearing and including cumulative impacts, to be
readily visible and available; this includes all clearing occurring under exemptions.
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14. Which of the following elements of better regulation would be most
important to your sector? (Please rank your top three)

Improved protection for 1 v
native vegetation

Ensuring developmentis | -- Please Select -- ¥
sustainable

Streamlined regulation -- Please Select -- v

for cost saving

Clearer requirements for | -- Please Select -- ¥
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based decisions
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enforcement of
unauthorised clearing
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15. What other opportunities are presented by better regulation?

Please provide your answer in the text box below.

Arebalancing of conservation and development in favour of conservation, protection,
enhancement and revegetation in over-cleared areas of WA.
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16. Which of the following elements are the most important to you/your
sector? (Please rank your top three)
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Please explain in the text box below.

Dealing with cumulative impacts is critically important, as native vegetation in many areas
of the State (particularly the south-west) are suffering ‘death by a thousand cuts.

Effective monitoring and evaluation is very important, especially monitoring compliance
and dealing effectively with illegal clearing through prosecutions

Clear targets and thresholds are important - in over-cleared areas of the state there
should be a clear statement that all remaining native vegetation is important and that
applications for clearing will be rejected.
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17. What other opportunities are presented by a bioregional approach?

Please explain in the text box below.

Taking a bioregional approach will allow DWER to prioritise, for a stricter approach to
clearing regulation, those areas of the state that have been over-cleared, while an
improved approach is rolled out across the State.
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18. What concerns are presented by a bioregional approach, for your
sector?

Please explain in the text box below.

Application of relatively low, unjustified clearing thresholds in regions presently with
reasonable levels of vegetation cover could lead to a perverse outcome of unchecked
clearing down to that said threshold, thus repeating past mistakes.

Heterogeneity within otherwise large and reasonably well preserved regions may also be
ignored if a bioregional approach is overly simplistic; i.e. within any large bioregion there
likely exists relatively small pockets of important, and unique, biodiversity that require
special protection.
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20. What else could be done to improve the management of native
vegetation to arrest the decline of native vegetation extent and
condition?

Please provide your answer in the text box below.

Aclear policy must be put i place that there will be no further clearing of native
vegetation in those areas of the state that have been over-cleared. For example, some
regions in the Wheatbelt and Swan Coastal Plain have had >90% of their native vegetation
cleared. In such areas, no more can be lost. This includes vegetation corridors along
roadsides.

Thereis also an important opportunity in the development of a native vegetation policy to
develop incentive mechanisms to preserve and restore native vegetation, as an important
complement to regulatory mechanisms.

The policy setting should explicitly recognise the importance of biological corridors and
the importance of roadside vegetation, which in some areas represents the last remnants
of native vegetation in the area as well as providing the only habitat for some threatened
species.

Agovernment-wide policy has the potential to fully implement Bush Forever for the Perth
region.

Astate-wide native vegetation policy setting should ensure that there is consistency in all
clearing-related matters, especially remedying inconsistencies with respect to the many
clearing exemptions that presently exist.
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5. Do your views officially represent those of an organisation?

(Required)
1® No, these are my personal views

Yes, | am authorised to submit feedback on behalf of an organisation

If yes, please specify the name of your organisation.
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9. Referring to the proposed policy objective statements below, how well
do you support each one in guiding our development of a policy?

Objective 1: The management of native vegetation is consistent, transparent
and strategic and strikes a balance between environmental, economic, social
and cultural outcomes to Western Australians.

Strongly Strongly
Supported  Neutral Opposed
supported SUPPOTEe eutral ppose e

Objective 1 ®

Please explain in the text box below.

Agree that the management of native vegetation should be consistent, transparent and
strategic. Note that the balance between environmental and economic outcomes must be.
heavily weighted in favour of the environment in areas of WA that have been over-
cleared, such as the WA Wheatbelt and Swan Coastal Plain.
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Objective 2: Western Australia’s native vegetation is strategically conserved
and restored to maintain and improve ecological function and biodiversity at a
landscape scale.

Strongly Strongly
S d  Neutral  Opposed
supporteg SUPPOTte eutral pposer e
Objective 2 ®

Please explain in the text box below.

Native vegetation is an invaluable asset for the state and must be protected for its
important ecological functions and biodiversity.
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Objective 3: Higher priority and strategic protection for unique and at-risk
native vegetation, tailored to the regional setting.

Strongly Strongly
supporteg Supported  Newtral  Opposed K
Objective 3 ®

Please explain in the text box below.

Some areas of WA have been over-cleared, particularly in the Southwest. There must be a
very high priority given to conservation of remaining native vegetation in these regions. In
very highly-cleared regions, particularly on the Swan Coastal Plain and the Wheatbelt, *all
* remaining native vegetation must be protected.
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10. What opportul s are presented by the development of a State
Native Vegetation Policy focused on how government manages
vegetation?

Please provide your answer in the text box below.

The development of this policy is an extremely important opportunity for the WA
Government to redress severe historical and current imbalances right, particularly in
areas of the state where practice has been and remains heavily skewed towards
development (e.g.land clearing) in the past. It is an extremely important opportunity for
the state government to “enhance” native vegetation and its protection rather than to
enhance the ease with which itis cleared.
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12. Which of the following elements of better information provision
‘would be most relevant to your sector? (Choose as many options as you
require)

Cost saving

Timeliness of assessments
¥ Evidence-base for decisions

“ Other

If you have chosen 'other’, please specify

Itis extremely important that any decisions about conservation or clearing of native
vegetation be made using the best available evidence. This evidence must take into
account cumulative impacts of land clearing - in areas of WA that have been over-cleared,
there s strong evidence that all remaining native vegetation should be protected from
clearing and degradation.

Other important elements include:
*more (and better) information (e.g. more baseline species data)

*a high level of information transparency at all stages of project proposals (to ensure
support and confidence in the system)





